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Introduction 
It was encouraging to have a strong turnout of 35 farmers to the final meeting of the first 
year of the Forth Monitor Farm programme.  Although a little damp, the weather remained 
generally fair for the customary tour of the farm in the morning session during which we saw 
some bulling cattle in fine fettle and a very impressive flush of grass throughout the farm. 
 
 
Aim of the Project 
To improve the efficiency and profitability of farms within the Forth area by establishing and 
demonstrating best practice on the Forth Monitor Farm. 
 
 
Aim of the meeting: 
The main focus of the meeting was pre-tupping assessment of ewes and rams.  Guest 
speakers for the day were David Gibson from the SRUC Vet Centre in Perth and Rhidian 
Jones who is a Beef and Sheep specialist with SAC Consulting.  
 
The format of the day was: 
 
 

 Farm tour to review progress of bulling and assess grass availability and quality 

 Presentation and discussion on flock health and disease control – David Gibson 

 Condition scoring and nutrition of the ewe – Rhidian Jones 

 Pre-tupping Tup MOT – David Gibson 
 

 
 

Progress Report 
 

 Bulls are currently with the main group and are due to be withdrawn on the 25th of 
October (12 week period) 

 Hired Limousin bull was withdrawn from bulling heifers after 6 weeks 

 Bought-in Angus cows have all calved (bar one empty) and will be sold after weaning 
with the calves being finished (male calves left entire for bull-beef experiment) 

 Duncan has been experimenting with rotational grazing of cattle 

 Harvest went very well – yields still to be confirmed but estimated to be good, all 
straw baled 

 Winter wheat, oats and barley all sown 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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Flock Health/Disease Control 
 

 
 
David Gibson gave a short presentation on the main disease issues in sheep that we should be 
concerned about and how best to deal with them.  The general advice given was to be aware of 
what you already have in your flock and try to control it as best you can.  Thereafter, when buying 
in sheep or tups, be aware of the health status of what you are buying and minimise the risk of 
introducing anything to your flock that you don’t already have.  Quarantine measures should be 
put in place for anything that you are buying in and for any isolated outbreaks of disease from 
within your existing flock. 
 
The main diseases/health issues discussed are summarised as follows: 
 
Liver Fluke 
 

• Ideally need to target access to housing or dry paddocks with restricted snail habitat 
• Aim is to avoid Triclabendazole resistant fluke establishing on the farm 
• Treat with Triclabendazole and Closantel on separate days  
• Repeat treatment with Closantel in 6 weeks or Nitroxynil in 7 weeks if a high risk of 

immature fluke present. 
• Two Closantel/Nitroxynil treatments 6 weeks apart 
• Can use fluke egg monitoring to determine if treatment against adult flukes have been 

successful. 
 
 
 
 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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Scab and Lice 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footrot 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Main cause of lameness 
• Significant welfare problem 
• Monitor feet during 28 day quarantine 
• Footbath sheep 3 times 

– 3 % formalin (walk through) 
– 10% zinc sulphate (stand in for 10 

minutes) 
– Treat any that develop footrot 
– Antibiotic therapy 
– Carry out light trimming 
– Provide dry bedding 

 

• Scab caused by a mite (Psoroptes ovis) 
• Causes intense irritation and fleece loss 
• Notifiable in Scotland 
• Treatment and control: 

– Plunge dip 
– Injectables -  ie Ivermectin, 

Doramectin (Dectomax) and 
Moxidectin (Cydectin) 

– The injectables will also kill worms 
• May need repeat treatment/moved to scab 

free pastures 
• Apply pour on for lice a few days later 
• Keep isolated for 28 days 

 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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Contagious Ovine Digital Dermatitis (CODD) 
 

 
 
Infectious Abortions 
 

• If unknown disease status, manage bought in breeding sheep separately until after lambing. 
• Risk from: 

– EAE - Main cause of sheep abortion caused by Chlamydophila abortus 
– Campylobacter – bacterial infection, can cause severe abortion storms 
– Border disease – infertility, abortion, neurological symptoms 

• EAE (Enzootic Abortion of ewes) 
– Carrier EAE sheep are undetectable - may abort next lambing and spread the 

disease to the rest of the flock 
– Buy from accredited free flocks 
– Consider vaccinating the whole flock against EAE. 
– Border disease: Blood test for virus carriers available 

 
Maedi Visna (MV) 
 

• Caused by a virus that causes pneumonia and wasting in adult sheep 
• Long incubation period 
• Buy in from flocks accredited free  
• Can blood test in quarantine but cannot guarantee freedom – antibody can take 6 months 

to build up  
 
 
Ovine Pulmonary Adenocarcinoma/Jaggsiekte 
 

• Lung tumour caused by a virus 
• Weight loss and pneumonia in older ewes 
• No test in live animal. Post mortem examination is only way. 
• Ensure seller flock is free of the disease 

• Ulcerated lesions that start above the 
hoof at the coronary band. Progresses 
to loss of the hoof wall 

• Major problem on some farms 
– Difficult to treat and control 
– Regular close inspection of feet 

and observe for lame sheep 
• Seek veterinary advice on treatment 
• Do not introduce to flock until 100 % 

certain of recovery 
 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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Condition Scoring of the Ewe 
 

 
 
Condition scoring is a simple and very effective tool to improve the productivity of a sheep flock 
and also to minimise welfare problems.  Reasons for condition scoring include: 
 

 Minimises animal welfare problems 

 Contributes to optimising productivity 

 Provides indicators for future ewe management 

 Provides indicators of deficiencies in past ewe management 
 
Although most problems are related to thin ewes, over-fat ewes can result in similar problems 
which include: 
 
At Mating 

 They do not come in to heat when the rams are first let out 

 They have erratic heat periods and shed fewer eggs 

 They are more prone to reabsorption of the foetuses 
 
In mid and Late Pregnancy 

 Fat and thin ewes are more prone to twin lamb disease 

 Lean ewes are more likely to die 

 Vaginal prolapse is more common in flocks with many fat ewes 
 
At Lambing 

 Lean ewes may have difficult births due to weakness. Fat ewes may have difficulties due to 
over-sized lambs 

 Produce fewer and weaker lambs 

 Lean ewes have poor colostrum and milk supply resulting in lamb losses 

 Lean ewes are poorer mothers 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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How to Condition Score Ewes 
 
Ewe condition is assessed on a scoring system from 1 to 5 with 1 being lean and 5 being fat.  The 
scoring criteria is laid out below: 
 

 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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Tupping 
It is most important to condition score ahead of tupping.  This provides an indication of the level of 
post weaning management and nutrition.  It also serves as an early warning for the coming winter 
if ewes are too lean.   
 
Mid Pregnancy 
Scoring at this time identifies problem ewes.  Ewes below the target score will require preferential 
treatment which will generally be in the form of supplementary feeding. 
 
Late Pregnancy 
The foetus starts to grow rapidly during the last 8 weeks of pregnancy.  There will be potential 
problems with lean ewes at this stage.  These ewes have to be drawn out and fed. 
 
Target Ewe Condition Scores 
 

 
 

Arnprior Ewes 
 
Approximately 20 ewes were drawn out of the main flock at random and taken to the steading for 
the group to handle.  The community group agreed that the vast majority of the ewes were of a 
condition score of 2.5 to 3 with a small percentage at a score of 2.  With a tupping date agreed for 
the 5th of November, and plenty of good grass available, the group were confident that there would 
be enough time for the condition of the leaner ewes to improve to at least a score of 2.5 with the 
majority expected to achieve the target of 3 by the tupping date.   
 

 

Duncan has set aside the field opposite the cubicle shed for 
tupping.  This field was sward lifted just prior to the July 
meeting and received a top dressing of Nitrogen.  As a result 
there is an impressive sward of lush grass (see pic on right) 
which may have the potential to provide too much of a 
flushing effect prior to tupping.  Bearing in mind there is plenty 
of good quality grass elsewhere on the farm, the group 
agreed that it would be best to keep the ewes off the field until 
the tupping date at which point the field can be mob-stocked. 
 

Rule of Thumb: 
It takes a month to improve 
condition by half a score.   
 

Maintenance = 9MJ/day or 
1kg DM/day at grass 
 
Maintenance + 150g = 12-13 
MJ/day or 1.4kg DM at grass 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm


                                                                                                  

                 

                 Funding for this project is being made available through the Scotland Rural Development  
               Programme, which is jointly funded by the Scottish Government and the European Union 

 
 
TUP MOT 
 

 
 
 
Using some of the Arnprior Tups, David demonstrated what to look for when carrying out a pre-
tupping assessment of rams.  A summary of what to look out for and what checks to carry out is 
given below: 
 
 

 Body Condition Score (BCS): 3.5 – 4 

 Can loose up to 15% of their body weight during the mating period.  

 Feeding: Additional feed last 6 weeks before mating if rams are not in correct BCS.  

  12.5 MJ ME/kg DM (for energy) and 180-200 g/kg DM for testicular growth and 

sperm production.  

 Also beneficial: selenium (for improved sperm production), cobalt, zinc, PUFAs (poly 

unsaturated fatty acids as found in fish oils), vitamin E. Calcium to Phosphorous ratio 

of higher than 2:1,  

 Low magnesium. 

 Teeth: Incisors should close firmly against the upper dental pad and not point forward. 

 Mouth: Check for Orf lesions 

 Head and Neck: Check for cracks and infection at base of horns, CLA abscesses around 

throat and neck, Sunburn/photosensitized skin. 

 Listen for ‘snoring’ sounds: suggests laryngeal thickening known as laryngeal chondritis. 

Consult your vet if found. 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm
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 Fleece: Check for wool loss and irritation which may be due to scab, lice, bacterial 

dermatitis 

 Brisket skin: check for painful sores that can reduce desire to work. 

 Limbs and feet:  

 Look out for any abnormality in the limbs eg cow hocks, straight hocks. 

 Feet: Check for scald, footrot, CODD. 

 Lameness is a big cause of reduced fertility 

 Prepuce: check for ulcers, swellings, Orf, discharge, blood 

 Penis: Extrude penis by grasping the sigmoid flexure and pushing it forward while pulling 

the prepuce back.  

 Check for any growths, adhesions, deviation, loss of urethral process at the tip 

 Scrotum: Check for scrotal hernias which appears as a soft swelling  above the testicles 

 Testicles: Should be firm but springy, equal, heavy, smooth, freely movable.  

 Watch out for small testicles (one or both) 

 Hard and enlarged testicle (s) suggests inflammation (known as orchitis)  

 Epididymis: located at bottom of each testicle, walnut size round structure should be equal 

in size, smooth 

 Scrotal circumference: Measure both together at widest part  

 

 Mature Shearling Tup lambs 

Lowland/longwool 
breeds 

36-38cm 32-34cm 30cm 

Hill Breeds 34-36 cm 30-32cm 28cm 

 

 Teasers: 

 Should be prepared at least 6 weeks before mating.  

 Used to produce a compact lambing period 

 Females isolated for a month then teasers are introduced for 12 days. Fertile rams 

introduced after this. 

 
 
 
Date for Next Full Meeting: 
 
The next meeting will be held in the village hall during week commencing the 16th of December.  
The meeting will be a planning workshop on the programme for year 2.  There will also be a brief 
Management Group Meeting just before the finish.  Full details will follow once the availability of 
the hall has been established. 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l60032.htm

