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FUTURE EVENTS 
 

Next Mull MF Meeting    15
th

 March 2012 (Grassland) 
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Peter Beattie, QMS Technical Projects Officer   (Tel: 07788 927 520) 

Niall Campbell & Donald MacKinnon, SAC Facilitators (Tel: 01631 563 093) 

 

Useful Web Addresses 

QMS:      www.qmscotland.co.uk 
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Mull Monitor Farm is supported by QMS and the Scottish Government Skills Development Scheme 
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Top Tips From The Meeting 

 

 

• Check your choice of fluke drug is treating the appropriate age of fluke 

 

• Do a test to ensure your fluke drug is working and no resistance has developed 

 

• Not all treatment failure is a results of resistance 
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Introduction 

Nineteen members of the community group attended the 5
th

 meeting on a sleety and snowy day – 

thank goodness we used the heated Salen Church Hall as the venue rather than the farm. The meeting 

was supported with specialist input from Philip Skuce and Ruth Zadoks from the Moredun 

Research Institute and Jimmy Wilson of Mull Vets. 

 

Aim of the Project: 

To improve the efficiency and profitability of the Monitor Farm and other farms in the area 

 

Aims of the 5
th

 Meeting: 

 

• To review the Animal Health Plans for Torloisk 

• To provide the latest technical info on Fluke Control 

• To provide an update on the latest CAP reform ideas and how they might impact Mull 

farming and crofting 

 

Farm Update 

• Hill ewes are in reasonable condition, but inbye ewes where they have been stocked tighter 

are on the lean side.  

• Cows have all been PD’ed. Only 2 barren this year from over 40 head put to the bull, despite 

bull being left in for only 12 weeks. This is a much better result than last year. The 2 barren 

cows will be culled. 

• As a sub meeting of the Monitor Farm, Iain organised for John Smith the Harbro Nutritionist 

to come over and give a talk. This was well supported with around 16 folk attending. The 

meeting was well received, informative and has helped Iain in the management his new inbye 

based flock (taking cast ewes from the hill and serving with a Texel tup). 

 

The quality of the hill grazing that the cattle are eating has been analysed. This exercise will be 

continued monthly, so we can track quality throughout the winter period. 

Torloisk Hill Grazing 
Analysis Comparison 

Determination Dec-11 Average Hay Barley Straw 

Dry Matter (g/kg) 197.7 850 860 

Crude Protein (%) 11 8.5 3.5 

Energy (MJ/kg/DM) 6.0 8.6 6.3 

D Value 37 70 60 

 

Comment: Similar values to straw, protein better, but digestibility poorer 
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Liver Fluke 

The group were luck enough to have two Moredun staff on hand to provide the latest update on liver 

Fluke, which is a serious issue on Mull and indeed right across Scotland. Dr Philip Skuce is a Senior 

Scientist, while Ruth Zadoks is a Professor of Epidemiology. 

 

Key Points raised were: 

• Livestock become infected by ingesting liver fluke cysts on grass. 

• Acute fluke disease is mostly autumn/winter, callused by young immature fluke in the liver. 

• Chronic fluke disease is mostly winter/spring, caused by adult fluke in the bile duct. 

• Cattle rarely get Acute fluke as their livers are larger, more fibrous and do not damage as 

easily. But this does not mean that cattle are unaffected. Cattle with chronic fluke will still 

shed eggs onto the pasture , thus continuing the life cycle. So do not forget to control fluke in 

cattle, even although you cannot really see the disease. 

• Mull farmers could ask for more feedback from the slaughterhouse on the condition of the 

livers of stock they supply. 

• Different fluke drugs kill different ages of Fluke. It is vitally important to understand what 

age group of fluke the drug you are using will take out. 

• It is therefore equally important to understand which active ingredient is in the bottle you are 

using. The following table shows which active ingredient deals with which age of fluke: 

 

 

Image reproduced by kind permission of Moredun Research Institute 

 

• Unfortunately fluke are developing resistance to these drugs. In particular the widest 

spectrum Triclabendazole products. 
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• It is therefore important to test the efficacy of the dose you are using. Many farms have fluke 

resistance, if you have not checked, how do you know your doses are actually working 

properly. 

• Current testing revolves around Faecal egg counts in dung samples (FEC samples). This only 

tests for adult fluke (as they are the ones that lay the eggs). Therefore it will not pick up an 

early infestation of immature fluke.  

• A new test is being developed – Copro-antigen ELISA. This measures fluke secretions in 

sheep dung. So sampling system will be similar, however it will in theory pick up fluke 

activity at early immature stage rather than adult stage. It is currently being trialled on farm. 

Results are so far mixed, so the test is not quite ready for the commercial market, however 

there is hope for the future that this will improve fluke testing performance. 

 

The industry is trying to educate farmers on combating the development of resistance using a the 

acromn ACME 

• Adopt a quarantine strategy to minimise risk of importing resistance 

• Check efficacy of treatments you are using 

• Monitor to decide when to treat and what to treat against 

• Ensure that you follow best practice advice regarding use of treatments 

 

Specific advice for Fluke treatments under this policy (ACME+) are 

• Avoid use of combination wormers – can lead to mis-timed fluke treatments and increase 

selection pressure on nematodes  

• Cattle on mixed farms – cattle often clinically unaffected by fluke  

• Integrated control – no single control strategy likely to work on its own  

 

If your fluke dose does not seem to work, does that definitely mean that you have resistance on 

your farm? 

The following are causes of flukicides not working properly.  

• Underdosing 

o Underestimating weight 

o Poor drenching technique 

o Poor dosing equipment 

• Poorly stored product 

o Too hot, too cold, too long 

• Wrong diagnosis – fluke vs other problems 

• Wrong timing of dose or wrong product – adult vs immature fluke 

• Resistance 

 

Note that resistance is placed last. All other issues need to be check out before resistance can be 

confirmed. 
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Rumen Fluke? 

There is a potential concern with another fluke called Rumen Fluke. It is more active in Ireland, but 

has been seen also in Scotland (including on Mull). It is a stomach Fluke, and associated with disease 

particularly in young stock. But little is known about it and treatments are limited. In cases where it 

has been identified as being the source of the problem, this has only been after all other sources have 

been discounted, leaving rumen fluke as the only remaining cause. 

 

 

 

Torloisk Health Calendar 

 

Current cost of health treatments (vet and med costs from accounts) at Torloisk is: 

 

Torloisk Vet / Med Costs Torloisk (£/hd) 
QMS Average 

(£/hd) 
% of total 

variable costs? 

Sheep £7.05 £4.75 30% 

Cattle £42 £36 15% 

 

 

The current health calendar for Torloisk is detailed overleaf. The group reviewed this calendar and 

make suggested improvements and comments. 

 

Note: All sheep moved on are isolated and dosed with Cydectin 

Note: All cattle moved on are isolated and dosed with Closamectin 
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 Sheep Cattle 

Month Current Treatments Comments Current Treatments Comments 

January 

FEC (Faecal Egg Count 

for fluke) 

Start Flukiver 

 
Co-secure (mineral 

bolus) 
 

Feb Complete Flukiver  
Spot-on calves at 

birth (for tick) 
 

March 
FEC 

Spot-on  
 

Spot-on calves at 

birth 

Should Ian be 

feeding extra 

minerals? 

April 

Cosecure (mineral 

bolus) 

Heptavac-P (Hoggs) 

Give inbye ewes 

clostridial or 

hetavac-p vaccine ? 

 

The project might 

further investigate 

this concern. 

May     

June 

FEC 

Rycoben SC ewes for 

Fluke 

Spot-on 

1
st
 Heptavac-P (lambs) 

Use Click at 

marking? 

Fluke treatment 

adult cows (Trodax) 

Spot-on all cattle 

Suitable for adult 

fluke, so good 

choice 

July 

FEC 

2
nd

 Heptavac-P (lambs) 

Dysect (pour-on) 

   

August     

Sept 

FEC 

Supaverm  

Dysect (pour-on) 

Move the Cosecure 

from Nov to here. 

Better spread of 

dose and gives 

minerals more time 

to work 

  

October  

Give purchased 

tups long acting 

anti-biotic to help 

protect against tick 

born fever 

Closamectin (fluke 

& worm) 

 

Suitable for adult 

and immature fluke 

so good choice 

Nov 

FEC 

Flukiver 

Cosecure (mineral 

bolus) 

  
Possibly need a pour 

on for lice here 

Dec     
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CAP Reform Update 

The latest proposed structure of the CAP post 2014 can be summarised by the following diagram: 

 

 

 

A key issue for Mull will be the identification of the regions, within which there will be a flat rate 

payment. No matter how the region is defined, those who are more intensively farming within that 

region will potentially suffer a drop in payment. Those who are extensive, will potentially increase. 

 

Current SFP rates (before modulation) are: 

 

• EU average is €261/ha 

• UK average is €247/ha 

• Scottish Average is €125/ha 

• Mull Range is from €1.08 to €301.58 

• Mull Average is €47.71 

 

Therefore Mull farms are already well below EU, UK and Scottish averages, but this is because of 

the extensive nature of farming in this area. 
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Sum Up  

Key recommendation from the meeting are: 

 

• Check your fluke resistance status 

• Ensure you are using the correct product to treat the appropriate age groups of fluke 

• It is hoped that a new test will come out which identifies an issue more quickly. 

• Not all treatment failure is resistance 

• Ensure you include cattle in your fluke control plan, even although they might not show signs 

of infection 

• Torloisk health calendar is already sensible, though more minor tweaks were suggested. 

 

Date of next meetings: 

 
Date Topics 

15
th

  March 2012 Grassland: 

Detailed look at soil structure, drainage and fertility in relation to grassland 

management-  dig pits, etc 

More reseeding / forage crop work? 

Try and get machinery across – harrows / slitter 

 

5
th

 & 6
th

 June 2012 Away day including Scotsheep at Dumfries House, Ayrshire 

Pick up folk off first boat on Wed 5
th

 June (max 17 seater minibus) 

Travel down to farm visits in central belt 

• Modern handling facilities for both sheep and cattle 

• Designed around one man, or ease of operation 

• EID equipment demonstrations - can they really improve 

efficiency? 

 

Overnight in B&B/hotel 

Attend Scotsheep on Thursday  6
th

 June 

Travel back for last boat on Thursday night 

 

30
th

 August 2012 Open Day 

Summary of project to date, try and tie up loose ends in grassland, sheep 

and cattle issues 

 

 

Niall Campbell & Donald MacKinnon 

SAC Consulting 

Glencruitten Road 

Oban 

PA34 4DW 

Tel: 01631 563093 

Email: niall.campbell@sac.co.uk  

Email:donald.mackinnon@sac.co.uk 


